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The Lay-mensplain ENGLISH, inanſwer to 
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Unto which is added a ſhort Relation of the dealings of 
Tohn Hayes Prieſt with two of them after they were excommu- 


nicated- 
Alſo twenty four Queries prepounded to be anſwered by thoſe that call 
themſclyes Spiritual men. ; | 
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T hey are waxen fat and ſhining , they do overpaſs the deeds of the wicked, 
they execute uo judgement , no not the judgement of the ft herle ſe 


Jer. 5. 28. 
Wo unto them that are mighty todrizkh wine , cud tothems that are ſtrong 


to pour in ſtrong drink,, which juStifie the wicked for a reward, &c, 
Ia. 5. 32, 23. | 
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(3) | 
N the name of God Amen. We Mg Rh 4 Bs amiflone | wight, Ge. 
do on the complaint of Hen ry Burt and Altaner FaichNb Guar 
dians of the Pariſh Church of lowex Falopwithin the eſp of 
Winton z as followeth. FOR & aj 


Anſwer . 4 

T & written, Thou ſhalt not take the name of thELord thy God in 

vaing & theſe things following are not written in the name of God,nor gi- 
ven forth his ſpirit though Fs name be mentioned but are rather ſound to 
proceed from that which oppreſſeth and refiteth the ſpirit of God and perſe- 
cuteth his ſervants, there being untruth written therein 5 and wherefore i it 
that you force them tocomplamt, and then herein 4s it were complain of thems 
for complaining but can you ſay that Henry Burret and Alex. Faithful ere 
made Guardians or Overſeers by the Holy Ghoſt to guard your Temple made 
with hands. 

Firſt, That thou Edmond Gearle art and haft been of the Pariſh of ne- 
ther Wallop i» zhe Dioceſs of Winton, and of right ſubje& to the Court, 8c. 

Anſw. Of right I now belong to God, whoſe name I ſee is prophaned 
by ſych as are called ſpiritual men, and of right my foul belongs te 
Chriſt the Biſhop thereof, who is the power of God , which is the 
higheſt power, to which every ſoul is to be ſubjeR; he being exalted 
at the Fathers right band far above all principalities and powers, Epb.t. 
20, 21, and in conſcience to the Lord I am ready to ſubmit unte 
the ordinance of men , yea though they be wicked men, that pro- 
phane the name of God. 

2, 4lſo, That the foreſcid Henry Burret and Alex, Faithfull in the 
Moneths of March, April, May, June, July, Auguſt, September, O&o- 
ber, November, December, January, February,end March, in che years 
of or Lord 1659.1660.166 1. and March, April,May, June, July, Auguſt, 
September, in the years of oxr Lord, 1662. now going on, _ ae preſent 
are Guardians of the Pariſh Church of lower Wa!lop, and are lewſully ele- 
Hed, admitted and ſworn, Oc. . 

—_— Whereas it is ſaid they are lawfully eleted and admitted, 
by what Law was it they were eleGed, fo long fince as three years 
and a half ? and if by lawful is meant humane or temporal, then how 
comes it to paſſe, that men now by temporal matter are admitted in- 


to ſpiritual officez or by that which is humane or temporal made 


Guardians over, or fitted to guard that which is ſpiritual, or muſt 
A 3 the 


(4) 
the temporal overſee the'fpiritual , or elſe is the Church they guard 
temporal alfo. If ir be, why chen do ſpiritual men uphold a temporal 


reported to be ſo,vhich words oper e hlike a wide mouth,but brings 
forth little or no;hing: but if 1t be {o;that once or never TI did poſſeſs 
| | FR FA : 
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<5 
a tenement or piece of land, and that your tax was aſſeſſed upon the 
ſame, then not upon my perſon ; therefore you ſhould have ſought 
it from the land according to your own way whilſt it was-in my poſ- 
{ſeflion, and not upon my perſon, now it is not. in my poſſeſſion. 

5. Alſo thatin the year of our Lor 1659, and'in the moneths in the ſame 
year, or in ſome or ouc of the m, the pariſh Church of lower Wallop afore- 
ſaid, was much Tuinated, and out of rep<ir in the walls , and tower, ſeats, 
and ornaments . and other things to the ſame parish Church belonging and 
appertaining, and this was and is true and mnifeſt. . 

Anſw.. then it ſeems your buildings have been once going down, 
and ſo out of repair already , fo thar I perceive it is pcfſible your 
buildings may decay, and it ſo, then ar laſt fall, and come to an end: 
but now you appear like thezn that ſaid, The bricks are fallen down, 
but we will build with hewen ſtone. Bat take you heed. leaſt yoy 
weave the Spiders web, and haſten Gods wrath againſt your ſelves, 
and then he brings down your high Towers , -and makes your walls 
like atottering hedge, and remove your ſeats: though you have ſet 

our neſts on high , and exalted your ſelves above the ſtars of God, 
like thoſe that act ſpiritual wickedneſſe in high places, from. the 
which when the Lord God brings you down, and rewards you accor- 
ding toyour works , which he willſurely do , then ſhall you kaow 
that this is true and maniteſt, | 

6. Alf» that in the year and moneths, and in the year: of our Lord 
1659. aforeſaid, and, in the moneths of the ſame year in the time of the 
rate and tax , m:king the aforeſaid H-nry Burret and Alexander Faith- 
ful guardians, &c, had not within their hands or poſſeſsions, neither were 
to rece;ve or have any rents, or l:inds, or tenements ts the ſame Church be- 
longirg or appertaining , or auy other means to repair or am:nd the ſame 
pariſh Charch , otherwiſe then by m kirg and impoſing a r. te and tax on 
themſelves, and other Pariſhioners aud inhabitants of the ſane Pariſh lt- 
mats and precinits of the ſame Pariſh, and that this is true and m.ini- 
feſt, ee. 

Anſw. There you bave as it was told a large ſtory , how a rate or 
taxwas made, but here is not one word of the Law ot Gd, nor of the 
Goſpel of his Son,nor ſo much as three words of Sctipture language; 
but non-ſence put in the ſtcad thereof , as thuugh there were both 
years and moneths in the year 1659. and if you have neither Rents , 


Lands , Tenements, nor any other means to uphold your Church 
walls 


Ev 
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+ walls from going down , nor to Ck the ruinations thereof, bue 
what you get by force and violence like Hophni and Phinia,then that 
is the ready way to make all people weary both of you and your 
Church too, and this js true, and may come at laſt to be manifefl. 

7. eMlſothat in the aforeſaid year 1659. in the moneths in the ſame year 
o7 i1 one of them, &c. the Guardians, Pariſhoners, and Inbab:tants of the Pa» 
Tiſh of lower Wallop «foreſaid, according to forew arning at certain dayes, or 
a certain day and place, &c. or the greateſt part of them came together, and 
with unanimous aſſent and conſent did tax and impoſe Rates and Taxes in and 
wpon all Pariſhoners & Inhabitants, and o:her Meſſages, Lands or Tenements 
within the Pariſh aforeſaid, and within the limits an precinds of the ſame 
Pariſh, the holders and occupiers of the ſame , according to the value of the 
Meſſages, Lands and Tenements of every perſon ſor and toward the repaira- 
gion and amendment of the defeits of the f.rid Church, and ornaments, and o« 
#her things belonging to the ſame Church, and amngſt other Par;ſhoners and 
Inhabitents of the ſaid Pariſh, thee the aforeſaid Edmond G-arle for a Meſ+ 
ſage, or Tenement and Lands by thee within the Pariſh aforeſaid, limits and 
precints, &rc. in the year and moneths, &c. held poſſeſſed, and occupied, and 
according to the quantity, quality, and value of the ſame did rightfully and 
lawfully tax the ſumme of two ſhillings and two pence to be paid to the 
Guardians aforeſaid. for and towards the rep airation and amendment of the 

es of the ſaid Church, and ornaments, and other appurtenances to the 

ſaid Church belonging ; and this i true and manifeſted, &c. 

Anſ». Herein you ſhew again in what year (but very doubtfully) 
what moneth the Tax was made, and how it came to be, bur not the 
leaſt example thereof from any of the Miniſters of Chriſt, though 
you do mention it is for and towards the repairations and amend- 
ments of the defe&s of your Church, and the ornaments belonging 
to the ſame, whereby it ſeems your called ſpiritual men are ſeeking 
to repair the defe&ts of a temporal Church,for your Church and the 
ornaments thereof are things that are ſeen, and the Apoſtle ſaith the 
things that are ſeen are temporal,& ſuch things will wax old & decay 
and at laſt may vaniſh away, as better things then them did; and it 
ſeems your Church ornaments are defeRive , and the Church it ſelf 
defe&tive, and it may be the upholders thereof defeQive, and the wor- 
ſhip defective, and the faith vain, and then what ſhall we do there, or 
why ſhould we pay mony to have ſuch defeRive ſtuffe renewed, and 
it may be your upholding ſuch defeRive (tuffe is not only A 
x ut 


that this Tax of two ſhillings two pun to be paid by me towards 
the repai:ing of the defeRive Church is rightfully according to any 


Goſpel order impoſed upon me, or lawfully according to any Levi-- 
tical Law aſſeſſed upon the Lands I then held, according to any Scrip-- 


ture dir: ion Ido deny,neither do I believe that moſt of the Pariſhi- 
oners were together at the ſeaſing of this Tax,neither can you prove: 
the ſame, and therefore this is falſe, and not manifeſt, - 

8. Alſo that after the rate made T ax or Impoſition as aboveſaid, &c; 
all the Pariſhioners and Inhabitants of the Pariſh aforeſaid and other Pro- 
prietonrs , Poſſeſſonrs and Occupiers of Meſſages, Lands, and Tenements. 
within the ſaid Pariſh, limits, aid precintts , or the major part of them 
have paid or are ready to pay the foreſaid Guardians the Rates and T axes 
»þ0h thim Impoſed nitwithfanding they have been diſſmaded from payi wE 
the ſame by thee and others, &c, 

anſw, As forthe major part paying the ſaid rates or tax, the ma- 
jor pait go the broad way which leads to deſtruQion , who being in- 
the worlds nature follow their blind Teadets, like weary horſes under 
their beavy burtbens , notwithſtanding they ſee their Teachers. 
feet to and fro in the matter of their worfhip fike the wav&s of the 
Sea, and ſtagger about tbe manner thereof like drunken men,and caft 
off their profeſſions like ferpenrs, and change themſelves in other ha- 
bits like Taylors, and into other colours, ſhews, and faſhions, like 
Camelions, and turn with the times, like tae wind, and change every 


feaſon, like the Moon, and conform to any thing, like time-ſervers,. 


yet not ſo much as transform themſelves into the likeneſſc of the true 
Apoftles of Chriſt, neither do they bear the image oi ſhadow there- 
of 5 but if mo of the Pariſhioners aforeſaid have paid your Tax, L 
queſtion not bur they had rather kept their money » ſome of them. 
ro relieve their Families, and ſome out of ſaving, or covetoulſneſle , 
and jt may be ſome of them, had as willingly bave gone ro the Ale- 
bouſe with it , ſo little zeal may fcme of this major part have to- 
wards your defeftive Cburch, and ſome that did pay it, might pay 
beeauſe you rale with ſuch force and ciuelty over them, that they 
dire not do otherwiſe, and ſo rfioſe are no; chearful givers, nor wil- 
ling payers, and ſo you bave not much to boaſt therein; and their 
ſouls having ſo little benefit by that decayed and defcRive _—_— 

F; | that 
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but alfo to us deftcuRtive or hurtful both in body, ſoul, and ſtate; - 
which nothing can be ſo to us; that is truely ſpiritual of God ; bur: 


8 
that they bave ſeveral ſufficient reaſons in themſelves to diſſywade 
them not to pay without being perſwaded thereunto by me and 
others. ... .. gy _ od 
...9. Alſe that thou the aforeſaid Edmond Gearle, though thoy haſt brew 
acked ard called upon for the aboveſaid ſumme of two ſhillings, two pence 
oft times or once by the aforeſaid Henry Burret and Alexander Faithful 
guardians,or by one of them, for and towards the reparation of the Charch 
aforeſaid, yet thou haFt denied, or refuſed, or yer doft deliy or defer at pres 
ſent to pay the ſame, &Cc. | G5 | 
Anſw. Yea, Thad good reaſon ſo todo, and if I had met but 
with ſuch reaſonable dealing as uſually is among heathens, they had - 
not need to have asked more of me, nor have had that unreaſonable 
Ccovetouſneſſe to ſeek any more from me towards their defeQive 
Church, for the which there being taken from me by John Cox, and 
Nicholas Thomas in the year 1658, one brewing kettle, one waſhing 
kettle, one peuter diſh, worth about twelve ſhillings , though their 
own demand was bur five ſhillings five pence , which was alſo for. re- 
pairing the defeRtiye Church, ſo that above three years fince the 
uardians of the ſaid Church have had from me about fix ſhillings 
even pence aforchand, which is about three times two ſhillings now 
demanded, ſo that of right and by good reaſon, if not accor ing to 
your own way there remains due to' me near four ſhillings five pence, 
- and therefore as I ſaid I had good reaſonnot to pay any more to» 
ward your defeRive Church, | : > | 
' 10. Alſs that thou knoweſt that the aforeſaid Henry Burret and Ale- 
xander Faithful gucrdians aboveſaid for all and ſingular the matters and 
things aboveſaid,and on their parts have rightfully and lawfully complain- 
ed unto us and enr of fice in this behalf, &c, 
eAnſw. This is utterly falſe that I do know, tbat you called guar- 
dians to your foreſaid defeive Church, did rightfully and lawfully 
complain'unto your office for all and ſingular matters and things 
aforeſaid, for yet any part thereof, being utterly falſe, is turned 
back unto you as a filthy thing , which is not in the name of God, 
though at firſt you did take his name into your mouths, and now ap- 
pear ſomething worſe then thoſe that began in the Spirit, and end in 
the fleſh}, if you have only begun with his name in your mouths, and 
at the end lies proceed out of the ſame mouth , like bleſſing and 
curl.ng. | 
1, Alſo 


© 


9 | . 
I1. Alfe that thou knowef, believeſt, or haſt heard to be ſaid , that all 
and ſingulzr of the premiſes have been and are true , :nd concerning which, 
and. all the ſaid premiſes, the aforeſaid Guardians ds 1equire Juſtice to be 
adminiſtred, with the effefs, &c, 

Anſw, What I know & believe is one thing, and what I have heard 
to be ſaid may be another, for I may know and b<lieve the truth, 
but if 1 ſhould barken much to ſuch lying men as the rieſts of Ey- 
gland, who have now ſufficiently ſhewed themſelves, I may not only 
hear what is ſaid, to be lies, but the lyes themſelves, for they ſaid and 
pretended they led us the right way before, and now they would Icad 
us another way, and ſay this is right, and they ſaid they were Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt before, and now they deny their own profeſſion and 
practice, and yet pretend they are Miniſters of Chriſt now, and 


© though they for filthy lucre turn every way like the wind, and creep 


for duſt or earchly things like Serpents , yet ſtill they pretend to be 
rights and as for your ſaid Guardians juſtice from you upon mez it 
is more like they are forced by you, and your wicked oaths impoſed 
upon them to do what they do , when they bad rather be quier with 
their neighbours, who by theſe unchriſtian like proceedings are 
ſometimes now ſet at variance, and fo you ſh:w your ſelves like fools 


_ that ſtirre up ſtrife, and as for the juſtice of your Court which ſhew- 


eth little mercy, [ have neither known, nor do l[ believe, nor certainly 
hear that you have full power according to your own Law by ſpecial 
Pattent or Broad Seal for what you do, but remember you mult ce- 
ceive from God according to your works. 
Given in on the 22. day of the 9, M-neth, 1603. by me who am 4 
lover of the Truth, called 
EDMOND GEARLE. 


Acob was a plain man and the Lord loved him, and we are plain 

men and are perſwaded that Gods love is towards us; however 
men may hate us and ſeek occaſion againſt us, and uſe us bardly as 
our Fathers were in Egypt, but we baving the loveof God ſhed as 
broad in our hearts we dare not offend him, in doing or upholding 
that which the Lord hath ſhewed us to be evil, and though we have 
not puca knowledge in the Law,yet we kno what 1s juſt & reaſor. 


able; & though we have not much heretofore known the proceedings 


in this which you call a Spiritual Court, yet we ſee and plainly un. 
- i B derſtand 


—— 
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derſtand that you.who are the upholders thereof are wot guided b 
the ſpirit of God who is Love , nor by the ſpirit of his ſon, who fad, 
loye your exemies , but by another ſpirit, the fruits whereof both to- 
wards us and before our faces hath appearcd to be quite contrary to 
the ſpirit of God which is ſhewn by the Apoſtles, Gal 5, yea , and 
you baveſhewed forch works of darkneſſe rowards us, throwing away 
our bats, and even abuſing them and us, as once by prophane 
curſing of us, and rhen give us writing wherein (it may be) is 
declared what is demanded , bur by reaſon it is written in ſuch 
a dark way , not only 10 Latine, but in ſuch an unſound and un- 
certain or unkrown.way, that if we were willing to pay it, we can 
ſcarce come to know how much it is , whereby alſo it appears you 
are men of ſuch a ſpirit that ſeeks to keep us in darkneſſe and blind- 
neile, and from the knowledge of thoſe things which concerns our 
bodies and eſtates as well as our ſouls, that by no means we might 
underſtand it, though we much deſire the ſame; and we know no rea« 
ſon that we or any elſe ſhould give any unto you for ſo doing , nei- 
ther can we be free or clear in the fight of God to pay towards the 
maintenance of ſuch a Prieſthood, which is to be upheld by men of 
ſuch a ſpirit, nor to uphold or repair ſuch Temples in which they(nor 
we) do worſhip , but we confeſſe Chriſt come, and him to be our 
Prieſt for ever, and the Biſhop of our ſouls, and our bodies are a ſpi- 
ritual houſe built up of living ſtones, of which Chriſt is the Head we 
own, which is not a Temple made with bands, for ye are the Temple of 


the living God, and I will dwell in them, and walk in them; ſauh the Lords 


bur as for tbat place built with mens hands called a Church, we own 
it not for the Church, and therefore we cannot pay to the upholding 
of the ſame. 
Tofiah Wickham, 
Nicholas Wonſon. 


The Reader may know that the Declarations which theſe three men 
received at the Court were one and the ſame, only their names and 
the ſurames of Money demanded were ſeveral, as one twe ſhillings 
two pence, another two ſhillings fix pence , aud the other three 


ſhillings. 


Here 
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Here followeth « ſhort Relation of o ations and dealings of the Priefl of 
the Parifh (unto which we belong) wi:h us, after we were excommuni- 
cated bythem, | 
Fier that we had celivered into the Court theſe our Anſwers , 
having been abuſed in words, and our hats taken from our 
heads, and thrown from us ; and alſo one of the Parators curling of 
us ( which is of the ſpirit of the wicked one whom they obey ) and 
having thruſt us forth of their Eourt , could not be ſatisfied, bur 
proceeded to excommunication ( or curſing ) of us from out of fel- 
lowſhip with them(whom we dare not to have union with)we ſay the 
Prieſt of the defective Church be proceeded to ſentence of excom- 
munication, and curſed ns from amongſt them , with the which we 
reſted well ſatisfhed, and had peace with the Lord whom we obey 
( though deteted and rejected by thoſe who'e aRions ſhew by what 
ſpirit they are guided, as may be ſeen in open view.) Now after they 
bad thus dealt with us in ſummoning us from time to time to our 
great hinder-nce (who are husbandmen , and got our bread by our 
labour ) telling us divers times that we ſhould have our articles ) or 
in writing that which they alledged againſt us,wherein alſo they pro- 
ved liars, and ſo to be of their father the Devil;for when we came ac- 
cording to appointment they ſhuffled us off,and would bid us come. 
another time, and ſo we did ſeveral times before we had it. But to 
come to the thing , this Prieſt after he had proc-eded to excommu- 
nication in publick before his hearers, then he came to us, and de- 
manded tithe, and coming to Tofiab Wickhams bouſe , he aſked bim 
how many ſheep he had ſhorn'he bejng bur Vicar , baving the tithe 
of wooll,lambs, calves, apples, pilumbs.&c-) unto which he gave him 
anſwer, that it mattered not bow many ſheep be ba&'ſhorn , for they 
were none but his own, at the which he raged; alſo his wife ſaid unto 
him ,. that ſhe thought he would not h:vs offered to come to them 
for wages ſeeing he had before curſed them forth ot bis Church,unto 
which the Prieſt like a (duinb dog) was filent , and afterward like a 
fox he went far aboutto bite, and ſub pena'd us to appear at the Ex- 
chequer on ſuch a day (it being nominated /and then we went to the 
Pricſt :o ſpeak with bim about ic,but be pur us by and told us , that 
be would ſpeak with us another time, and likewiſe he having before 
dep.ived us of the benefit of Law, hc then ſued us at the Law ( which 
is double wickednefle in the ſight of God, and will appear odious in 
B 2 the 


”» 


Em oo II non io Iron oe oO eo  — == no gen wp eee nm ern RE CC — - — 


I) 
the Gght of any reaſonable I. and ſeems: ridiculous; according'to 
that Proverb, Firſt cut off their legs, & then bid them-go. And:then for 
Non=appearance we were ſerved with a proceſſe by a Bayliffe, and at 
that time alſo we went to ſpeak wich the Prieſt ro know what hein- 
tended to do with us, and be ſaid, we muſt go to priſon , it we would 
not pay him, whom before be bad renounced as Hereticks, Mark peo- 
ple, this man who profelles himſelfa Miniſter of Chriſt, would be 
maintained by us whom be bath curſedsiome of his Church hath a'fo 
told us, thatthey muſt not. buy or ſel! with us,& yet this Prieſt would 
have maintenance from us,” Surely he and his brethren arenor to be 
parallel'd, nay the falſe Prophets of old, of whom we read, were not 
found ig.ſuch ations. Would not Hophni and:iPhineas, wicked men, 


( who took the-offerings by force have been aſhamed to have a. 


Qed. as this man hath done, who ' though they did take the of. 
ferings by farce, it was-of them who: were of Iſrael ( and not 


| of tbe heatbey') But, tbeſe Prieſts manifeſt themſelves:, yea they 


are already manifeſt-to us , that can ſee, hear, or underſtand,to 
be abſolute wo'ves, whoſe ſheeps cloathing (though now its but nar- 
row) by; theſe and ſuch like ations will be; wholly ſtripped off, and 
appear they (ha!l even as they are, before theeyes of all. Butro pro. 
ceed, this Prieſt perceiving that we-werereſolved to go to Priſon, ra- 
ther then co uphold or maintain his belly (which is bis God) hethen 
began to fawn and to wipe bis-eyes[Crockadile like!) pretending he 


- was forry, and: bid us we ſhould not go, with other words which he 


uſed 3 yet our minds he could not alter, who had faith inour God, 
and did truſt in his name , who hath been a tower of refage unto us; 
and ſo we were brought co this prifon,where we have been keptabour 
twenty five weeks from our honeſt labours , yea this ſerpent was ſo 
fubril, that becboſe (as hetbought) the beſt rimethrovghour the 
year for his-purpoſe, and ſo by that thought to get over us, it being 
then the beginning of harveſt , and we-bad not any man-fervant to 
take care for our corn,and ſo tooutward appearance it was in danger 
or ſome of it) of being ſpoiled. But the God whom we ferve,and for 
whoſe cauſe and teſtimony we this day ſuffer,provided for us beyond 
our expeRation , andeven raiſed ſome that were our enemies, that 
they profred to affilt our wives and: chilhren, So our harveſt was 
brought in (though ir was ſomething more charge to us) in ſeaſon» 
able time,praiſes to him hat rulerh over all,& ſince we were broughe 


ither, ſome ofhis flock bath ſpoken with bim about us } and aswe: - 
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hear, he gave one of them this Coy That if be ſhould let us alone;- 
others would ſerye him ſq likewiſe, and none would pay him, and fo 
he might ſtarve, Mark how far this man is from that Spirit which ru- 
led in. the Apoſtle Paul, who ſaid, They laboured diy and night, be- 
cauſe they would not becbargeable, r Theſ. 17.9. But this Prieſt 
Tohn H ayes he is ſo far from purpoſing to work with his own hands, 
that he intends to.make others maintain him , whether they are wil- 
ling ornot, and ſo little love hath bis bearers towards him, that it 
there were nota law he might ſtarve, as appears by his own words.Oh 
what a flock hath this man gathered, and what a vineyard hath this 
man planted, and what fruitleſſe trees(that cumbers the ground)hath 
this man ſet,who would yield him no fruit to ſatisfie his belly,& what 
unruly flocks (but more like berds) hath theſe Prieſts of England ga- 
thered who would give no milk. Surely they are carelefſe ſhepherds, 
they gather not, they heal not, they bind not up the wounds of the 
ſheep, they ſeek not the loſt, nor regard thoſe that die in pollution. 
They eat of the fat, and cloath themſelves with the wooll , fitting at 
eaſe in their houſes , and fill themſelves with wire at their pleaſures : 
they waſte the creation on their luſts, and rule over people with ri- 
gour: their wives fit as Ladies at their feaſts,and they bave the upper- 
moft room in the Synagogues ; the people labour in the earth, and 
God gives the increaſe , and theſe Caterpillers eat the fruits of their 
labours. But the whirlwind of Gods fury ariſeth which ſhall ſcatter 
them as the cnaffe, and drivethem into the lake of woe and miſery, 
unlefle they repent with ſpeed. | | 
Wherefore all ye people that reads the foregoing with a ſingle eye, 
and conſiders the thing with an upright heart; hearken, was there ever 
ſuch oppreſſion as this? read the Scriptures , and trace the falſe Pro- 
phets of old., and-parallet themwi.hthis man, and you may eafily 
perceive and, underſtand that there was not thelike found among 
them, for though they were wicked;and their ns great,and though 
their.abominations reached unto beaven; wherefore their ſolemn Af- 
ſemblies God could not away with, but their ſacrifices were abomi- 
nation unto him, and their incenſe which ſhould have been a good 
favour in his noſtrils became as a ſtink before him,yet we do not read 
that any of thoſe Prieſts dealt fo cruelly with the people, as to thruſt 
them from among them, and afterwards to caſt chem into priſon, if 
they would not maintain them, though by the Law of God there was 
| aus 
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authority given forthem to Ra,» but theſe Prieſts are ſo far 
from ating by the Law of God , that many times they do contrary 
to the Law of man, in taking away their goods,and keep them in pri- 
ſon alſo, ' Surely greedy E535 they are » and have manifeſted them. 
{elves to be, 1ſaiah in his daycs complained of ſuch, <<. 56. 10, x 1. 
The watchmen are all blind , they haveno knowledge» they are all 
dumb dogs, greedy dogs, that never have enough,looking every one 
for his gain trom his quarter. So read people, mark your ſhepherds, 
bebold and ſee, can they underſtand, are they nor dumb un'eſle they 
have their gain, yea do they nor all ſeck ir every one from his quar- 
ter, for they never bave enough, but ſue at Law, and caft honeſt men 
into priſon, hunt for greater benefices,as witnefle Tohn Hajes of Wal. 
lop who is not ſatisfied with the tithe of one pariſh, nor 1s not con- 
tent with ſixty pounds a year, but hungers for more of theſe earthly 
things (which 1s the Serpents meat) yea in ſtead of being ſervant, as 
Paul was, 1 Cor, 9. 19. He rules as Lord over them , _ and con- 
rending at Law with his Pariſhioners ; but the day makes him mani- 
feſt, though the beaſts go to their dens, yet the ___ broken forth 
that diſcovers them all,and they can no longer hide themſelves from 
itz wherefore they foam, roar, and rage(and why) but becauſe their 
timeis ſhort, for the night is over with thouſands, and they are and 
ſhall be more manifeſt ; a day of trembling is coming upon them, 
wherein rocks nor mountains ſhall not hide them from the powerful 
ſtroke of the Lamb who is coming to reign; wherefore fear all people, 
and dread the Lord God ye inhabitants of the earth, for aday of 
bowling is coming upon all the workers of iniquity , all ye Prieſts, 
ProRors, Deans and Parators , with the reſt of the uncircumciſed, 
diſmal is the day which haſtens, and black unto you (who have refi- 
ſed the light) a day of trouble and anguiſh , a day of torment, and - 
perplexity, and of great ſorrow fhall compaſſe you, from the which 
there is no way to eſcape but by ſpeedy repentance and anendment 
of life; wherefore conſider it before it be too late, 


Now 
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Now here follows a few Queries for any of thoſe called Spiritual 
Men to anſwer, 


I. Qiery. Who ſet up the firft Spiritual Court, and where was it ſet 
up, or whether there were any one ſet up by the ApoFles, or by the Biſhops 
in thir dyes, as Timothy ard Titus, &e., 

2, If there were any one ſet np by them, th:n to what end was it ſet up, 
and what did they ens WAS hes ntext who did ſet up ſuch a Court ? 

3. Whether it was not after the Apoſtles deceaſe before any of theſe 
Conrts were ſet up (in whoſe dayes ) there were many Antichrifts entered 
into the world ? | 

4. Whether the night of Apoſtacy did not ſoon come after the Apoſtles 
deceaſe, wherein no man could work for God? | 

5. Whether it was poſſible for any ( who were in this might) to do any 
thing for the glory and honour of God. 

6. Whether is the Judge of your Spiritual Comnrt ( ſo called) a ſpirs- 
tual man, and whether he doth att for God. 

7. Whether a ſpiritual man of God who ſits in the Judgement Stat can 
ſee ſober men wronged in his ( ourt, and he not reſcue them ? 

8. Whether a man who Judges for God can hear ſome or one of his own 
Conrt curſe, aud not pumſh him according to the Law provided? 

9. Whether a man that Judges for God can ſte ſuch a may wrong others 
wore innocent thes himſclf, and he take part rather with him that curſes 
then with him that is abuſed and innocent ? | 

10, Towh:t end are your Proftors tn your Conrts, or for what ſervice 
are they, or are they there appointed to cheat the people of their maney, if 
people have offcaded why ſhauld not all both poor and rich ſuffer alike* 

I1. Whether its not a cheat and ay abſolute ſin againft God to take mo- 
ney for the offence of one when another that hath not money, 07 cannot for 
_ ſake grve it you, mu#t ſuffer the utmoſt penalty of the Law pro- 
vigea? 

12. Whether you do not reſpett perſons in (o doing ? 

13. Whether t your Church made, up of wood and ſtone, &c, 

14. Or whether men and women gathered together are your Church? 

If you ſay its the Church of wood and ſtone which you own , 

15. Then whether Chriſt purchaſed fach Churche: to himſelf, or whe- 
ther he ſhed his bloud for them, or whether ſuch (Churches are to be pre- 
ſemed wit hont ſpot to Gol? , | PR 
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Tf youſ.y men and women gathered are your Church, 
16. Thea whether your Church be without ſpot, or whether your Church 
members be holy, or whether their ſous be waſhed away by the bloud of 
Chriſt ? | 


If you ſay yes, : | : 
17. Then of what Church are thoſe who are Drunkards , S$yearers, 
Lyars, Carſers, Peafoenner G ameFters, Rotors, Whoremongers, Dancers, 
fellowſyip with 


"Racers, Hunters, they ſaying that they own you, and have 
on? I | 
4 - 18. Whether you own ſuth perſons before mentioned, yea or nay > 
19. Whether your Parators are ſpiritual men? 
If fo, Fs £5 EY 2 
20, Then whether ſpiritual men of God will be drank, lye, ſwear, call 
' honeſt mon ragues, and canſe people to be idle on. ſome of the ſix dayes, on 
which the Law of God commands thems to work > | ET 
21. Whether you allow your Parators in theſe things ? w 
If you do, | | 
2.2, Then whether it be not abſolute deceit and les in you to read, and 
21 pretence own and command people to do that, viz. work, fix , a2 when 
you intexd to puniſh them if they do, and ſend men abroad through the 
Conmrey for that parpoſe ? | 
2.3, Whether you own that Parators may take money of ſome (when they 
have feared them) for their pretended offence, and ſs let ut be ſufficient for 
thew, when others that cannot for conſcience ſake give into their monthes 
they bring to you for a farther ſnare. 
24. By what authority do you do theſe things ? 


\ Anſwertheſe Queries if you can, and ſend it abroad in Print to ſatisfie 
the people ; for many axe, and more will be weary of you, 


